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GIVE BACK TO GOD
GENEROUSLY
AND FREELY
EXODUS 35:1-29 I

REV. LITO VILLORIA

A

fter the covenant renewal,
the construction of God’s
tabernacle began (Exodus
35-40). These last chapters
of the Book of Exodus
highlight God’s mercies
upon His people and Moses’
faithfulness to God.
Prior to the construction
of the tabernacle, Moses
assembled the entire
congregation of Israel and
emphasized the importance
of Sabbath. He emphasized
that man must work
diligently for six days and
rest on the seventh day as
an act of worship. Sabbath
is a reminder that God is in
control of all things, God
provides for everything, and
God created man to rest as
He works for Him (Exodus
35:1-3).
God gave the congregation
of Israel—all the men, women,
and leaders—the divine
privilege to contribute to the
building of God’s dwelling
place among them. He
commanded them to give
generously from their hearts.
They were to lavishly give
back to God what God had
graciously given unto them.
They were mere stewards of
what God had entrusted to
them. God also commanded

every skillful craftsman to use
their gifts in the tabernacle’s
construction (Exodus 35:4-19).
When the congregation
departed from Moses’
presence, they gathered what
they had as their hearts were
stirred. And everyone whose
hearts were stirred brought
their contributions and gave
willingly and freely to the Lord
(Exodus 35:20-29).
As God gave the Israelites the
opportunity to contribute to
the building of His tabernacle,
He also gives us the divine
privilege to take part in His
kingdom building work. It is
through the church that God
reveals His eternal purpose in
Christ Jesus (Ephesians 3:10).
As recipients of spiritual
blessings, we must give back
to God generously and freely
through the local church we
consider our spiritual family
(Romans 15:27; 2 Corinthians
8:1-7; 9:7-8).
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