
To stand firm and be a light in a dark 
world, families must be rooted in 
Christ and active in God’s mission. 
Here are practical ways to strengthen 
families:
1. Prioritize family worship. Set time 
weekly or daily for Scripture reading, 
prayer, and singing. Consistency 
matters more than length.
2. Model repentance and grace. 
No family is perfect. When parents 
admit mistakes and forgive openly, 
they teach humility, mercy, and the 
Gospel.
3. Serve together. Find ways to 
serve in church, neighborhood, or 
missions. Serving shows Christ’s love 
in action.
4. Guard your home. Be intentional 
about media, attitudes, and 
influences allowed into the home. 
What we tolerate takes root.
5. Build community. Surround your 
family with believers who encourage 
and challenge you. Church is a 
family of families, not just a Sunday 
gathering.
6. Pray without ceasing. Cover 
your spouse, children, and home 
in prayer, asking God for wisdom, 
strength, and protection daily.

In just a few weeks, we will be 
celebrating Family Month. May this 
encourage each family to recommit 
to God’s design for the home. When 
families walk faithfully, they don’t 
just survive, but they shine as lights, 
testifying to God’s goodness and 
truth, passing the faith for such a 
time as this.
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This chapter explores the tragic 
rise of Jephthah, a man chosen 
not by God but by human 

negotiation. Though God granted 
deliverance, Jephthah’s attempt 
to secure victory through a rash 
vow reveals the danger of trying to 
manipulate God. Salvation is not the 
result of bargaining, but of grace 
received by faith.

After Israel’s incomplete repentance 
in chapter 10, the Ammonites 
prepared for war. Israel, desperate 
and leaderless, turned to Jephthah, 
a rejected son of a prostitute. The 
elders offered him leadership, not 
because God appointed him, but 
out of political necessity. Jephthah 
negotiated the terms of command, 
invoking God’s name but not truly 
seeking His will (Judges 11:1–11).

As a leader, Jephthah sent 
messages to the king of Ammon, 
defending Israel’s right to the 
land. His historical and theological 

In today’s world, families face 
unprecedented challenges. From 
the redefinition of marriage and 

gender roles to the erosion of 
biblical values in entertainment, 
education, and law, the family unit 
is under attack. The foundational 
structure that God designed is 
tested by social and cultural forces 
promoting individualism, instant 
gratification, and moral relativism. 
What was once sacred is now 
questioned. What was once stable 
is considered outdated.

These attacks are not merely 
cultural, but by and large, they are 
spiritual. Satan knows that if he 
can destroy the family, he weakens 
the Church and blurs God’s 
covenant with His people. Divorce, 
fatherlessness, sexual immorality, 
and the busyness of life contribute 
to distracted, disconnected homes. 
As families weaken, so does 
society. When families fail to reflect 
God’s design, the world loses a 
clear picture of the Gospel.

But God has not left us without 
guidance. In the midst of chaos, His 
Word provides timeless wisdom 
and strength. God’s design for the 
family remains the same: the home 
as the center for discipleship.

One of the clearest instructions is 
found in Deuteronomy 6:4–9 (ESV):
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all 
your might. 6 And these words that 

I command you today shall be on 
your heart. 7 You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the 
way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise...”
This passage is not just for ancient 
Israel; it is God’s blueprint for 
discipleship in the home even 
today.

First, it begins with loving God fully. 
Before we teach our children, we 
must personally and passionately 
love God with all that we have. 
Godly families begin with godly 
parents. Children don’t need 
perfection; they need authenticity – 
parents who love the Lord and are 
transformed daily by His Word.

Second, it calls us to intentional 
discipleship. Teaching children 
about God isn’t limited to Sunday 
or bedtime prayers. It’s a daily, life-
integrated process. As we walk, eat, 
rest, and rise, we speak of God, His 
character, and His ways. The home 
is the first church, and parents are 
the first pastor-teachers.

Finally, it highlights visible 
reminders. Israelites were told to 
bind God’s words on their hands 
and foreheads and write them on 
doorposts. Today, that might be 
Scripture on walls, Bible reading 
at the table, or Christ-centered 
conversations during daily routines. 
A godly family keeps God’s truth 
central in word, deed, and daily 
decisions.

argument seemed solid, yet it was 
self-centered. He referred to “my 
land”  and emphasized his personal 
legitimacy. His diplomacy served 
his ambition more than God’s glory 
(Judges 11:12–28).

Then, the Spirit of the LORD 
came upon him. It should have 
assured him of victory. But instead 
of trusting in the Spirit’s power, 
Jephthah made a vow to sacrifice 
the first thing that greeted him if 
God had given him success. This 
reflected a Canaanite mindset, 
not faith in Yahweh. He tried to 
secure with a vow what God had 
already promised through His Spirit 
(Judges 11:29–31).

God gave victory, but joy was 
absent. Jephthah’s only daughter 
greeted him after battle. His grief 
was centered on himself, not her. 
Though she responded nobly, 
Jephthah remained silent for he 
had no choice. His unnecessary 

bargaining resulted in the death 
of his daughter. Israel ended up 
remembering a girl’s death rather 
than God’s deliverance (Judges 
11:32–40).

This account reminds us that 
while God is faithful to deliver, 
human pride and insecurity can 
lead to grievous consequences. 
Our trust must rest in God’s 
character, not in bargaining 
attempts.

Sermon Focus: God is sovereign 
and merciful. He can use broken 
people to accomplish His will. 
But He calls us to trust Him 
wholeheartedly. Like Jephthah, 
we may be tempted to secure 
God’s help through bargaining. 
Instead, may we surrender fully 
to His purpose, knowing His 
deliverance is freely given—not 
earned through sacrifice, but 
received by faith.
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