
hear God’s Word today from Psalm 
48:12–14. After calling God’s people 
to examine Zion’s towers, ramparts, 
and citadels, the psalmist revealed 
why they must remember God’s 
faithfulness: “that you may tell the 
next generation that this is God, our 
God forever and ever. He will guide us 
forever.”

What one generation witnessed of 
God’s faithfulness became a testimony 
entrusted to the next. Our children 
and grandchildren need more than 
Christian activities, church attendance, 
or inherited traditions. They need 
parents, grandparents, and spiritual 
leaders who will teach them God’s 
Word, recount His works, and help 
them personally know and trust the 
living God.

Faith does not transfer automatically. 
It must be intentionally taught, 
consistently demonstrated, and 
prayerfully entrusted to those who 
follow us. Our families must become 
the first and most important places 
where people learn what it means to 
follow Jesus.

We cannot control every decision our 
children will make or know every road 
they will travel. But we can continually 
point them to the unchanging God 
who has guided us and will faithfully 
guide every generation that trusts 
Him.

As Israel followed the cloud, may our 
families move when God leads, wait 
when He says to wait, and trust His 
presence in every season. May we 
remember His faithfulness, proclaim it 
to the next generation, and confidently 
declare: “This is God, our God forever 
and ever. He will guide us forever.”
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Psalm 48 celebrates Zion as 
the city of the great King. 
When hostile kings gathered 

against Jerusalem, they fled in 
terror because God had made 
Himself known as her Fortress. 
Having praised His steadfast 
love, righteousness, and saving 
protection, the worshipers were 
called to preserve this testimony 
for generations yet to come.

The psalmist commanded the 
people to walk around Zion, 
number her towers, consider 
her ramparts, and pass through 
her citadels. These structures 
provided evidence of God’s 
preservation, but they were 
not the city’s true security. God 
Himself had made Himself 
known as her Fortress. The 
worshipers needed to look 
beyond Jerusalem’s defenses 
and recognize what their 
preservation revealed about 
Him. Remembering God’s 
works begins by identifying His 

Last Monday, September 7, while 
I was still in Singapore, the Lord 
reminded me through Exodus 

40:36–37:

“Throughout all their journeys, 
whenever the cloud was taken up 
from over the tabernacle, the people 
of Israel would set out. But if the 
cloud was not taken up, then they 
did not set out till the day that it was 
taken up.”

The cloud represented the LORD’s 
presence among His people. Israel 
moved when God moved and 
waited when He told them to wait. 
They did not determine their journey 
merely by convenience, preference, 
or opportunity. God personally 
guided them throughout all their 
journeys.

This truth became especially 
meaningful as Linda and I reflected 
upon our recent trip to Singapore 
with 23 of our NextGen leaders. 
From September 2 to 5, our team, 
led by Teacher Mir Monroy, our 
NextGen Ministry Director, attended 
IDMC Arise. We praise God for 
allowing our young leaders to travel, 
learn, worship, and grow together.

Throughout the conference, they 
were reminded that following Jesus 
means more than attending church 
or participating in ministry. It means 
surrendering every area of life to 
Christ and intentionally helping 
others follow Him.

It was encouraging to see our 
NextGen leaders listen to God’s 
Word, reflect together, strengthen 
their relationships, and renew their 
commitment to disciplemaking. 
We thank God for Teacher Mir’s 

leadership and for everyone who 
helped care for and guide the team. 
We pray that what God began in their 
hearts will continue bearing fruit. May 
they faithfully disciple the younger 
people entrusted to them, who will in 
turn disciple others who will do the 
same.

This is a worthy investment we 
make as a church. We prayerfully 
believe that developing young 
disciplemakers will make an impact in 
our homes, relationships, businesses, 
schools, churches, and communities—
and eventually contribute to the 
transformation of our nation, one 
growing disciple of Christ at a time.

After IDMC Arise, Linda and I 
remained in Singapore for the retreat 
of the Global Alliance Leadership 
Roundtable, an international 
mentoring group under the 
leadership of Rev. Edmund Chan. 
It was a precious and refreshing 
time with disciplemaking leaders 
from different nations. We listened, 
learned, reflected, shared honestly, 
prayed together, and encouraged 
one another to persevere in God’s 
calling.

The Lord also affirmed our 
commitment to becoming an 
intentional disciplemaking church. 
I returned with three continuing 
convictions: remain focused on 
making and multiplying disciples, 
persevere in God’s calling, and never 
neglect the foundations of God’s 
Word, Christlike character, and 
prayer. Whatever God accomplishes 
through us must flow from our faithful 
dependence upon Him.

These lessons are especially timely 
as we celebrate Family Month and 

protection, provision, sustaining 
grace, correction, and guidance in 
every season. (Psalm 48:12–13a)

The inspection of Jerusalem had 
a generational purpose: “that you 
may tell the next generation.” The 
psalmist moved from numbering 
Zion’s towers to recounting 
God’s faithfulness. What one 
generation had witnessed became 
a testimony entrusted to those 
who followed. Faith does not 
transfer automatically. Families 
must intentionally teach God’s 
Word, speak about His character, 
and recount His works within the 
rhythms of home. Children and 
grandchildren need more than 
inherited Christian practices; they 
must be helped to know and trust 
the living God personally. (Psalm 
48:13b–14a; Deuteronomy 6:4–9)

The testimony was not merely that 
God had acted in the past, but 
that He remained “our God forever 
and ever” and would continue 

guiding His people. His covenant 
faithfulness was not limited 
to one generation, crisis, or 
deliverance. The word translated 
“guide” describes personal 
leading. God personally leads 
His people as their Shepherd. 
Parents cannot control every 
choice their children will make, 
but they can continually point 
them to the unchanging God 
who will guide every generation 
that trusts Him. (Psalm 48:14; 
John 10:27–28)

God’s faithfulness must 
be carefully remembered, 
intentionally proclaimed, and 
confidently trusted across 
generations. The God who 
protected Zion remains the 
faithful Shepherd of His people. 
This sermon calls families to 
recognize His works, recount 
them to the next generation, 
and rely together upon His 
continuing guidance through 
every season.
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